PRESS RELEASE

HelpingKids in Meghalaya to Learn, Play and Grow
SBI Foundation and Sesame Workshop India launch the “Learn. Play. Grow” initiative with
funding support from SBI Life Insuranceto address early childhood education needs of
children in Meghalaya.
Learn. Play. Grow. aims to reach around60,000 children and their caregivers through
Anganwadi Centres in the state.
Meghalaya, 14th February 2020:February 2020 marks the beginning of an exciting journey of
learning for approximately 60,000 young children in Meghalaya. Sesame Workshop India, SBI Life
Insurance and SBI Foundation are set to launch the ‘Learn, Play, Grow’ initiative to strengthen the
quality of early education in 3,000 Anganwadis in the State.
Early experiences, in the years when brain growth is most rapid, have a correlation to future
learning, behaviour and health. Highlighting the opportunity presented by this developmental stage,
the Harvard Centre for the Developing Child tells us that a child’s brain makes 1 million new neural
connections per second in the early years1. Consequently, children deprived of developmentallyappropriate stimulus and learning can continue to lag behind their more privileged peers.
In India, the Anganwadi network, under the aegis of Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS),is
the primary provider of pre-school services to children. The Anganwadi network has made
commendable strides in contributing to child and maternal health, early nutrition and awareness on
immunisation. The network is now looking at strengthening its ability to deliver high-quality early
education by focusing on infrastructure and staff training.
Challenges to the Anganwadi network in the north-east include the remoteness of the area and the
overall lack of community awareness of the need for early education. According to the Annual Status
of Education Report(ASER) 2019, enrolment of 3 to 4-year olds in Anganwadis in Meghalaya is as low
as 23.9%. While some parents opt for private pre-schools, training and infrastructure in the lowbudget pre-schools is also far from adequate. Due to these challenges, learning levels among young
children have remained low, with only one-fourth of first-graders in Meghalaya being able to read at
grade level2. 10.9% are unable to recognise letters2,a basic pre-reading skill.
In a heartening initiativecalled ‘Learn. Play. Grow.’, SBI Foundation, SBI Life Insurance and Sesame
Workshop India are now partnering with the ICDS and local NGOsto bridge this gap by supporting
3000 Anganwadiswith high-quality educational content for children and caregivers, capacity building
and teacher training, and resources thatempower parents and caregivers withfun ways to support a
child’s educational development.
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Speaking about the initiative, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Meghalaya, Shri. Conrad KongkalSangma
says, “Young children need stable relationships, care and continuous access to education that will
help them build better lives and develop resilience. High-quality education is the cornerstone of
success in life. We are committed to bringing the best educational services to the children of
Meghalaya as this strengthens the state.Anganwadis are places where children are exposed to early
education not just on letters and numbers but life skills too. Through this initiative of SBI
Foundation, we are happy to support measures that ensure the continuum of education is
maintained not just in schools but also when kids are at home.”
Nixon Joseph, President & COO, SBI Foundation says, “We are committed to continuously work
towards expanding access to quality early childhood education for children in the underserved
communities. This initiative will boost the holistic growth and development of the Children in
Meghalaya.” AmanBhaiya, Asst. Vice President and Program Head adds,“We will ensure that the
young minds studying in the anganwadi centres will get the best start in life. We are hopeful that
these children will progress through primary into secondary education and contribute to the Indian
growth story in the future”
Sonali Khan, Managing Director, Sesame Workshop India adds, “We are here to bring communities
together in the joy of learning. Our focus is on the whole child and his/her needs not just in terms of
early literacy and numeracy, but physical growth, hygiene and emotional well-being as well. Sesame
has some of the most highly-researched and proven content in the world; when we contextualise
this to a child’s reality, we’re preparing that child for school and for life. This is a great beginning,
thanks to the vision of the Government of Meghalaya and SBI Foundation.”
Sesame Workshop India uses an effective mix of endearing muppets, media and innovation to
deliver critical lessons to children. While floor games, storybooks and audio-visual segments bring
letters and numbers to life in the classroom, these skills are reinforced at home and in communities
through radio and community participation. Using the state’s ICDS curricular framework, Sesame will
be training teachers on how to deliver lessons in engaging ways and how to motivate children to
become active learners. Parents are equal stakeholders in the child’s learning and will benefit from
the program that shows how a caregiver can guide a child through every day play to enhance
learning levels.
The ‘Learn, Play, Grow’ initiative is supported by SBI Foundation, as part of its endeavours to
continue to transform lives through education. ‘Learn, Play, Grow’ brings new hope and exciting
educational opportunities to thousands of young children in Meghalaya. The initiative shares the
vision of the National Education Policy, 2019, of ‘transforming the nation sustainably into an
equitable and vibrant knowledge society by providing high-quality education to all.’3
It is a step towards helping the children of India grow smarter, stronger and kinder.
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About SBI Foundation:
SBI Foundation is the CSR arm of State Bank of India which was launched in 2015 to carry out its CSR
activities as well as those of its subsidiaries. As the CSR arm of the premier bank of India, SBI
Foundation aims to be the leading institution promoting growth and equality responsive to the
communities it serves, particularly the vulnerable and marginalised sections of the society.
SBI Foundation’s CSR activities are widespread and deep-rooted and have made a true difference in
the lives of over a million beneficiaries. It is committed to contribute positively to the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) by bringing about positive changes in the lives of the underprivileged
sections of the society and therefore, the focus since the very beginning has been on the following
areas of:







Healthcare and Sanitation
Education
Women Empowerment
Sustainability and Environment
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
Arts, Culture and Heritage

About SBI Life Insurance:
SBI Life Insurance Company Limited (“SBI Life”/ “the Company”),incorporated in the year 2000, is a
jointventure between State Bank of India and BNP Paribas Cardif S.A. and is one of the leading life
Insurancecompanies in India. SBI Life offers a comprehensive range of life insurance and pension
products at competitive prices, ensuringhigh standards of customer service and world class
operating efficiency. The Company offers individual andgroup products which include savings and
protection plans to address the insurance needs of diverse customersegments.
SBI Life has a multi-channel distribution network comprising of an expansive Bancassurance channel
with SBI,which has an unrivalled strength of over 22,000 branches across the country. SBI Life also
has a large andproductive agent network comprising of 123,719 agents, as on December 31, 2019.
The Company’s otherdistribution channels include direct sales and sales through corporate agents,
brokers, insurance marketing firmsand other intermediaries. As on December 31, 2019, the
Company has a widespread network of 923 officesacross the Country to address customer needs
effectively and efficiently. The Company had an AuM of ` 1,641.9billion as of December 31, 2019.
The Company is listed on National Stock Exchange (“NSE”) and The Bombay Stock Exchange (“BSE”).
About Sesame Workshop India:
Sesame Workshop, the non-profit educational organization behind Sesame Street, reaches over 180
million children across more than 150 countries with research-based, tested and proven educational
interventions designed to help kids grow smarter, stronger and kinder. We are active in more than
150 countries, serving vulnerable children through a range of media, formal education, and social
impact programs, each tailored to the communities we serve.
Sesame Workshop India was established in 2006 to meet the unique needs of vulnerable children in
India. Sesame Workshop India’s programmes focus on low-resourced communities to bring children
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and their caregivers language and strategies that have proven impact on their health and wellbeing,
social emotional skill development, literacy and numeracy. Programming channels include mass
media, such as GalliGalliSimSim, the Indian production of Sesame Street, and community
engagement activities. We are now expand our ongoing early childhood development programs in
underserved communities delivered in conjunction with critical programs such as education, WASH
and girls education in India. Sesame Workshop India’s programs will teach young children
and empower them to be agents of change in their homes, schools, and communities through an
engaging curriculum of storytelling, games, songs, and films.

For additional information, please contact:
-

Shobha Kapoor, Shobha.kapoor@sesame.org, +919811734703
Anuj Kumar Boruah, anujkumarboruah@gmail.com, +919958372662
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